WHY THE NEW JOHN BULL?
Russia is prepared to enter into arrangements with
a Capitalist Government for the defence of Com-
munist Russia.
(4) In the case of Britain, Conservative distrust
and dislike of the League has been definitely
stronger than fears for Imperial security.  Rather
than add to the force of internationalism in the
world, accept a resounding success for the League -
which the defeat of Italian aggression upon Abys-
sinia would have involved. Conservatives have pre-
ferred to accept grave risks for the Empire, to see a
hostile Imperialism straddling the route to India.
There is nothing the least new, of course, in the fact
that motives of prejudice and fanaticism should over-
ride motives of interest.   When we assume that
motives of interest, which usually mean economic
advantage, are the determining motives of conduct,
it implies that the advantage is recognised, that inter-
est is correctly interpreted and that such factors as
temper and fanaticism do not sway judgment of
interest, of material advantage.  But we know from
daily observation of those about us that this is simply
not so; that men are repeatedly mistaken in the inter-
pretation of their interest. The same allowance must
be made to an even greater extent-a much greater
extent indeed- in the case of the conduct of groups.
In more senses than one is it true to say, as an historian
once said, that every war is a religious war; that when
men can be persuaded to die, they have responded to
appeals other than those of interest
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